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1. Introduction
AHEAD takes part on ‘CL.A.P. – ChiLdren’s rights Awareness
and Participation addressing emerging needs after Covid-19
pandemic’. The results presented in this report are part of the
program.

The program aims to elevate awareness
and advocacy for children's rights within
European society, aligning closely with the
EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child and
Adolescence. Its primary objective is to
bolster participation frameworks for
minors, with a specific emphasis on
recognizing evolving needs and
ameliorating the impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic.

A significant majority, approximately 99%,
of children worldwide reside in countries
that have enforced various measures to
combat COVID-19, such as lockdowns, the
adoption of personal protective
equipment, adherence to hygiene
protocols, social distancing, and isolation.

Focusing on 435 minors in urban and rural
areas of Palermo, Barcelona, and
Bucharest, the project engages a
spectrum of professionals including
educators, social workers, psychologists,
teachers, and healthcare providers
committed to children's welfare.
Additionally, the project garners backing
from local authorities, particularly
policymakers and governmental figures
within the project's operational regions.

The program also contains a set of
measures for the EU to implement,
among others:

The rights of the most vulnerable
children
Children’s rights in the digital age
The prevention of and fight against
violence
The promotion of child-friendly justice.
It will also include recommendations
for action by other EU institutions, EU
countries and stakeholders.

This programm is cofinanced by the
European Union. It has been joined by the
following organizations:

Cooperazione Internazionale Sud-Sud
Onlus (CISS) - Italy
Cultural Asociatia Replika (REPLIKA) -
Romania
Stichting International Child
Development Initiatives (ICDI) - The
Netherlands
Asociatia Initiative Si PRojecte Pentru
Tineret Imago Mundi (Imago Mundi) -
Romania
Societat Cooperativa Social I Sicaliani (
(I Sicaliani) - Italy 
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2. SURVEY
RESULTS FOR
CHILDREN AND
YOUTH

60% of children and youth
were not fully aware of their
participatory rights.

I don't know
45.5%

Yes
40%

No
14.5%

Do you have
participatory rights?

OVER 50 CHILDREN AND YOUTH FROM VARIOUS HIGH
SCHOOLS IN CATALONIA PARTICIPATED IN THE SURVEY.

85,5% of children and youth were
not fully aware of the Convention

on the Rights of the Child

No
85.5%

Yes
14.5%

Are you familiar with
the Convention on the

Rights of the Child?

On a scale from 1 (no decrease) to 4
(total decrease).

3
43.6%

2
38.2%

4
16.4%

1
1.8%

Has there been a decrease in
child and youth involvement
since the onset of the Covid-
19 pandemic?
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If another health, climate, or similar emergency
were to arise in the future, what do you believe

would be the primary factor to prioritize in
safeguarding your well-being?

Who
determines

what is best for
you?

0,0
20

,0
40,0

60,0
80,0

10
0,0

Parents and tutors

The child / youth

Others (teachers, government)

Some of the most frequently provided responses:

Mental Health
Improved sanitary system

More social interaction

Accessible
information

Children & youth, and educators have expressed:

Who holds the
ultimate

authority in the
decision-

making
process?

‘You’ are considered to be
either the child or youth.

0,0
20

,0
40,0

60,0
80,0

10
0,0

Parents and tutors

The child / youth

Others (teachers, government)

In terms of the percentage of votes

In terms of the percentage of votes
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IN AN EDUCATIONAL CONTEXT:

2
41.8%

1
40%

3
18.2%

Do you believe you
possess the means to
engage in school
decision-making
effectively? 

The average value is 2.18

2
50.9%

3
30.9%

1
16.4%

4
1.8%

Do you believe there are channels
for expressing your preferences

and criticisms regarding the
functioning of the school?

No
63.6%

Yes
36.4%

Do you find the existing
array of expressive tools
sufficient for articulating
your ideas?

From 1 (not at all) to 4 (very much)

From 1 (not at all) to 4 (very much)

What communication
channels are accessible
within your educational
institution for providing

feedback to administrators
or teachers? 0,0

20
,0

40,0
60,0

80,0

Class representative
Tutoring
Surveys

Family Association
Mailbox

In terms of the percentage of votes
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How can participation in schools be enhanced?

Mailbox

More debates
Attend to the students' requests.

Have the voice
of young people

present.

Some of the answers:

School Participation Counselor

Be more active

More
assemblies
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IN A MUNICIPAL CONTEXT:

1
54.5%2

34.5%

3
10.9%

Do you believe you
possess the means to
engage decision-
making effectively in
your city council? 

The average value is 1.92

1
38.2%

2
36.4%

3
20%

4
5.5%

Do you believe there are channels
for expressing your preferences

and criticisms regarding the
functioning of the city council?

No
70.9%

Yes
29.1%

Do you find the existing
array of expressive tools
sufficient for articulating
your ideas?

From 1 (not at all) to 4 (very much)

From 1 (not at all) to 4 (very much)

What communication
channels are accessible

within your city council for
providing feedback to

administrators or teachers?
0,0

10
,0

20
,0

30
,0

40,0
50,0

Representatives
Citizen's Portal
Youth Council

Surveys
Entities
Others

Total

In terms of the percentage of votes

The average value is 1.56
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How can participation in city councils be enhanced?

Mailbox

More surveys
Consider our input more thoroughly

More information about
the existing tools

Some of the answers:

Participation Counselor

Be more active

More
assemblies
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3. SURVEY
RESULTS FOR
EDUCATORS
OVER 120 FORMAL AND NON-FORMAL EDUCATORS FROM
DIVERSE LOCATIONS IN CATALONIA TOOK PART IN THE
SURVEY.

2
38.9%

3
37.3%

4
14.3%

1
9.5%

Do children and young
people have the
mechanisms to
participate in school
decision-making?

3
36.5%

2
32.5%

4
19%

1
11.9%

Do you believe children and youth
have the channels for expressing

their preferences and criticisms
regarding the functioning of the

school?

From 1 (not at all) to 4 (very much)

From 1 (not at all) to 4 (very much)

No
57.1%

Yes
42.9%

Do you consider the current
range of expressive tools
satisfactory for expressing
your ideas regarding
children and youth?
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What would you improve?

Training for teachers

More support

More regular and valued instruments

More information about
the existing tools

More timpe

Be more active

Provide
communication tools

Some of the answers:

3
49.2%

2
23.8%

4
20.6%

1
6.3%

In the last 20 years,
have there been
improvements in the
participation of
children and young
people in schools?

3
38.9%

2
35.7%

1
21.4%

4
4%

Do you think that children and
young people are aware of their

right to participate?

From 1 (not at all) to 4 (very much)

From 1 (not at all) to 4 (very much)

2
44.4%

3
31.7%

1
14.3%

4
9.5%

Since the Covid-19 pandemic, has
there been a decline in child and

youth participation in schools?
From 1 (not at all) to 4 (very much)
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The average value is 2.84
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Decentralise parents' associations to make all families
more involved and more communicative.

LEARNING ABOUT EMOTIONAL MANAGEMENT AND
INSTILLING IT IN SONS AND DAUGHTERS

Family reconciliation

More support
Eliminate digital gap

Ensure their
well-being

Provide information Continue educating

Supporting the
entirety of the learning

process further.

Some of the answers:

If another health, climate, or similar emergency
were to arise in the future, what do you believe

would be the primary factor to prioritize in
safeguarding children and youth well-being?

How can parents and families enhance their
involvement in supporting their children's

engagement in school activities?

Supplying
communication tools. Family reconciliation

What communication channels
are accessible within your
educational institution for

providing feedback to
administrators or teachers?

0,0
20

,0
40,0

60,0
80,0

Class representative
Tutoring
Surveys

Family Association
Mailbox

In terms of the percentage of votes
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4. CONCLUSION
Children and young individuals often exhibit a limited understanding of their
rights to engage and express their perspectives in everyday matters.
Particularly striking is their unfamiliarity with the Convention on the Rights of
the Child, a universall legally binding treaty that safeguards their entitlements,
notably emphasizing the right to participation (Article 12).

Educators have acknowledged advancements in this area over recent decades.
However, there is a greater comprehension among educators about the
available channels within the educational system for self-expression compared
to children and youth. Despite these improvements, children and youth still
perceive a need for increased attention and enhanced communication tools to
significantly elevate their involvement. They have expressed their belief in their
ability to make decisions independently, as have their tutors.

When it comes to participation in the city council, the engagement levels are
notably low. Not only are the communication channels unrecognized by half of
the students, but more than half do not feel that their ideas are being heard.

The survey conducted lacks comprehensive representation at the Catalan
level. Nonetheless, certain trends observed may offer insights applicable across
the entire region. Consequently, we advocate for schools, high schools,
governmental bodies, and representatives to prioritize enhancing the
participation rights of children and young individuals by equipping them with
the necessary resources. We firmly believe that incorporating their
perspectives is vital for fostering a more equitable and inclusive society.

AHEAD - ASSOCIATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATORS
CERASME DE JANER Nº8 (ENTRESÒL) 08001, BARCELONA
AHEAD@AHEADEDU.ORG

CONTACT
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